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Fiscal Year 2018-19 Appropriations Act Proviso 1A.92

With the funds appropriated to the Department of Education, the department shall establish an
independent grants committee to support innovation pilot initiatives in public schools and school
districts. The goal of the initiative is to invest in strategies or programs to improve student
outcomes as described in the Profile of the South Carolina Graduate and to promote public-
private partnerships between business, nonprofit organizations, institutions of higher education,
local school systems and public schools.

The Superintendent of Education is directed to appoint an independent grants committee to
develop the process for awarding the grants or directly purchasing services. The process shall
include the application procedure, selection process, and matching grant formula if applicable.
The grants committee must be comprised of seven members, three members selected from the
education community and four members selected from the business community. The chairman of
the committee shall be selected by the committee members at the first meeting of the committee.
The suggested criteria for awarding the grants to schools or school districts or directly
purchasing services must include, but are not limited to:

(1) a demonstrated ability to meet the match throughout the granting period,;
(2) a demonstrated ability to implement the initiative or model as set forth in the application;

(3) identification of key measurable benchmarks in the education continuum that must be
improved to raise student achievement and ensure all students graduate college, career and civic
ready;

(4) a demonstrated ability to be both replicable and scalable with priority given to those projects
that focus on applied learning opportunities and experiences, especially in the STEM or STEAM
fields;

(5) blended and personalized learning focused on content mastery and experiential learning; and

(6) innovative strategies to close student achievement gaps, with a focus on below average and
unsatisfactory schools.

The match required from a grant recipient shall be based on the poverty of the district or school.
No matching amount will exceed more than seventy percent of the grant request or be less than
ten percent of the request. The required match may be met by funds or by in-kind donations,
such as technology, to be further defined by the grants committee. Public school districts and
schools that have high poverty and low achievement will receive priority for grants when their
applications are judged to meet the criteria established for the grant program. The committee
shall submit its process to the Governor, the Chairman of House Ways and Means and the
Chairman of Senate Finance by December 31, 2018.

Grantees and service providers will be required to participate in an external evaluation that is the
financial responsibility of the Education Oversight Committee. The evaluation must document
the results of the grants and examine the implementation of the initiatives and models to
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understand the delivery of services and any contextual factors. The evaluation will then highlight
the accomplishments and common challenges of the initiatives and models funded to share the
lessons learned with the state’s public education community.

Committee Appointments

The Superintendent of Education is directed to appoint an independent grants committee to
develop the process for awarding the grants or directly purchasing services. The grants
committee must be comprised of seven members, three members selected from the education
community and four members selected from the business community.

Appointees

Education
Dr. Traci Young Cooper — Director of Extended Day Programs, Richland One
Dr. Debbie Hamm — Superintendent, Sumter School District
Dr. Sheila Quinn — Superintendent, Clover School District

Business

Tom Ewart — Market President, First Reliance Bank
Richard Kizer — Vice President, Public Affairs, Santee Cooper
Maceo Nance - Director, Rural Targeted Initiative & Special Projects
Patrick White — Supply Chain Vice President, Comporium

Meeting Schedule

December 19, 2018

January 2019 — election of chair *application process work session (date TBD)
February 2019 application process work session (date TBD)

Initial Process

The Committee discussed the importance of overall continuity and consideration of funding with
regard to the timing of implementation during certain school years. For the current fiscal year,
the Committee recommends that the Department of Education, on behalf of the Committee,
make a formal request to continue to fund the programs currently in place. This will ensure
continuity of services to students and allow districts to plan accordingly for future school years.

For new funding appropriated by the General Assembly the Committee focuses on the need for a
clear and simple application process for districts and partners. Additionally, the Committee
understands that at least at the outset, districts making application for funds that will be available
on July 1 or later will be making application for implementation later during the 2019-20 school
year or possibly even for the 2020-21 school year, which will require carryforward provisions for
both the Committee and the grant recipients. Pending formal funding recommendations by the
General Assembly the Committee suggests modeling the process after Georgia’s Innovation
Fund with three tiers of applications which will allow for planning and differing levels of
implementation.

! Not all members were able to be present at the first meeting so they Committee opted to postpone the election until
the second meeting
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Shell Process

The goal of the initiative is to invest in strategies or programs to improve student outcomes as
described in the Profile of the South Carolina Graduate and to promote public-private partnerships
between business, nonprofit organizations, institutions of higher education, local school systems
and public schools.

Opportunities for Grants
Offer the following grant opportunities to a variety of stakeholders:
e Planning
e Implementation
e Continuation
e Direct purchase

Application and Award Timeline
The Committee will hold two work sessions in January in February to draft out the application
for feedback and will also elect the chair at the January meeting.

The Applications will be posted by April 2019 and must be submitted by August 2019 and may
include implementation in the 2019-20 or 20-21 school year.

Applicants may partner with a non-profit, an institution of higher learning, or a business partner
and include the partner in the application or the applicant may indicate a need to be matched with
a partner through the Committee. The match process is in place specifically to assist applicants in
areas of the state that have less access to local business partners or a reduced ability to secure
other matching dollars.

Selection Process and Accountability

The Committee will identify a scoring committee to review and recommend applications for
final review and award by the Committee. The review process will include an interview of the
applicant as well as a published scoring rubric.

Each grant shall undergo an annual evaluation that shall include implementation monitoring to
ensure fidelity, financial reporting and outcomes.

Suggested Criteria
The suggested criteria for awarding the grants to schools or school districts or directly
purchasing services must include, but are not limited to:

(1) ademonstrated ability to meet the match throughout the granting period;

(2) ademonstrated ability to implement the initiative or model as set forth in the
application;

(3) identification of key measurable benchmarks in the education continuum that must
be improved to raise student achievement and ensure all students graduate college, career and
civic ready;

(4) ademonstrated ability to be both replicable and scalable with priority given to
those projects that focus on applied learning opportunities and experiences, especially in the
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STEM or STEAM fields;

(5) blended and personalized learning focused on content mastery and experiential
learning; and

(6) innovative strategies to close student achievement gaps, with a focus on below
average and unsatisfactory schools.

The match required from a grant recipient shall be based on the poverty of the district or
school. No matching amount will exceed more than seventy percent of the grant request or be
less than ten percent of the request. The required match may be met by funds or by in-kind
donations, such as technology, to be further defined by the grants committee. Public school
districts and schools that have high poverty and low achievement will receive priority for grants
when their applications are judged to meet the criteria established for the grant program.

Legislative Request
The Committee requests that the General Assembly reinsert the proviso for Fiscal Year 2019-20
with the below changes. Additionally, the Committee requests the General Assembly fund the
below items at the same level as in Fiscal Year 2018-19:
e EOC Partnerships - $5,109,000
e EOC South Carolina Community Block Grants for Education Pilot Program - $1,000,000,
plus additional EIA carryforward per Proviso 1A.21

The Committee requests the General Assembly appropriate an additional $4,891,000 in recurring
funds to the Innovation Grants program which will ensure funding for new applicants for Fiscal
Year 2019-20 and then continue funding at $10,000,000 for future years. After Fiscal Year 2019-
20 the Community Block Grants program should fold into the larger program.

Proviso Changes

1A.92. (SDE-EIA: Grants Committee) With Of the funds appropriated to the Department of
Education for Innovation Grants, the department-shall-establish-an-ndependent grants
committee shall continue to fund for the 2019-20 school year the projects funded by the
Education Oversight Committee Partnerships for Innovation and the EOC Community Block
Grants for Education Program in the prior fiscal year. Additionally, the committee shall
accept applications per the established process for new grantees not to exceed the amount

approprlated bv the General As.semblv2 WPWWMM%M@@L&

The Superintendent of Education is directed to appoint an independent grants committee to
develop the process for awarding the grants or directly purchasing services. The committee

members shall serve four year terms.® Fhe-process-shall-include-the-application-procedure;
selectionprocess;and-matching-grantformula-ifapplicable: The grants committee must be

comprised of seven members, three members selected from the education community and four
members selected from the business community. Fhe-chairman-efthe-committeeshal-be

2 This will ensure continuity of programs and allow districts time to plan
3 Formalized committee terms
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- The suggested criteria
for awardlng the grants to schools or school districts or dlrectly purchasing services must
include, but are not limited to:

(1) ademonstrated ability to meet the match throughout the granting period,;

(2) ademonstrated ability to implement the initiative or model as set forth in the
application;

(3) identification of key measurable benchmarks in the education continuum that must
be improved to raise student achievement and ensure all students graduate college, career and
civic ready;

(4) ademonstrated ability to be both replicable and scalable with priority given to
those projects that focus on applied learning opportunities and experiences, especially in the
STEM or STEAM fields;

(5) blended and personalized learning focused on content mastery and experiential
learning; and

(6) innovative strategies to close student achievement gaps, with a focus on below
average and unsatlsfactory schools

school. 4No matchmg amount WI|| exceed more than seventy percent of the grant request or be
less than ten percent of the request. The required match may be met by funds or by in-kind
donations, such as technology, to be further defined by the grants committee. Public school
districts and schools that have high poverty and low achievement will receive priority for grants
when their applications are judged to meet the criteria established for the grant program. The
committee shall submit #sproeess an annual report to the Governor, the Chairman of House

Ways and Means and the Chairman of Senate Finance by Becember-31-2018 June 30, 2020.
Grantees and service providers will be required to participate in an external evaluation_as
prescrlbed by the commlttee and aqreed upon in the appllcatlon and award process. -that-is-the

EOC Partnerships for Innovation — Fiscal Year 2018-19
Funding:
e Partnerships - $5,109,000
e South Carolina Community Block Grants for Education Pilot Program - $1,000,000, plus
additional EIA carryforward per Proviso 1A.21

1.65. (SDE: South Carolina Community Block Grants for Education Pilot Program) There is
created the South Carolina Community Block Grants for Education Pilot Program. The purpose

4 Match should be defined in the process by the committee and take into account an applicant’s ability to raise match
funds and when a school district is the applicant the district’s access to funding that may be used as a match. The
district’s Index of Taxpaying ability should be considered.

> Rather than specifying payment of the evaluation and process, this should be decided by the Committee and
funding appropriated for the Committee should fund the external evaluation, that may be able to be completed by the
EOC or an IHE.
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of this matching grants program is to encourage and sustain partnerships between a community
and its local public school district or school for the implementation of innovative, state-of-the-art
education initiatives and models to improve student learning. The initiatives and models funded
by the grant must be well designed, based on strong evidence of effectiveness, and have a history
of improved student performance.

The General Assembly finds that the success offered by these initiatives and programs is
assured best when vigorous community support is integral to their development and
implementation. It is the intent of this proviso to encourage public school and district
communities and their entrepreneurial public educators to undertake state-of-the-art initiatives to
improve student learning and to share the results of these efforts with the state's public education
community.

As used in this proviso:

(1) "Community" is defined as a group of parents, educators, and individuals from
business, faith groups, elected officials, nonprofit organizations and others who support the
public school district or school in its efforts to provide an outstanding education for each
child. As applied to the schools impacted within a district or an individual school, "community"
includes the school faculty and the School Improvement Council as established in Section 59-20-
60 of the 1976 Code;

(2)  "Poverty" is defined as the percent of students eligible in the prior year for the free
and reduced price lunch program and or Medicaid; and

(3) "Achievement" is as established by the Education Oversight Committee for the
report card ratings developed pursuant to Section 59-18-900 of the 1976 Code.

The Executive Director of the Education Oversight Committee is directed to appoint an
independent grants committee to develop the process for awarding the grants including the
application procedure, selection process, and matching grant formula. The grants committee will
be comprised of seven members, three members selected from the education community and four
members from the business community. The chairman of the committee will be selected by the
committee members at the first meeting of the grants committee. The grants committee will
review and select the recipients of the Community Block Grants for Education.

The criteria for awarding the grants must include, but are not limited to:

(1) the establishment and continuation of a robust community advisory committee to
leverage funding, expertise, and other resources to assist the district or school throughout the
implementation of the initiatives funded through the Block Grant Program;

(2) ademonstrated ability to meet the match throughout the granting period;

(3) ademonstrated ability to implement the initiative or model as set forth in the
application; and

(4) anexplanation of the manner in which the initiative supports the district's or
school's strategic plan required by Section 59-18-1310 of the 1976 Code.

In addition, the district or school, with input from the community advisory committee, must
include:

(1) acomprehensive plan to examine delivery implementation and measure impact of
the model;

(2) areport on implementation problems and successes and impact of the innovation or
model; and

(3) evidence of support for the project from the school district administration when an
individual school applies for a grant.
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The match required from a grant recipient is based on the poverty of the district or school. No
matching amount will exceed more than seventy percent of the grant request or be less than ten
percent of the request. The required match may be met by funds or by in-kind donations, such as
technology, to be further defined by the grants committee. Public school districts and schools
that have high poverty and low achievement will receive priority for grants when their
applications are judged to meet the criteria established for the grant program.

However, no grant may exceed $250,000 annually unless the grants committee finds that
exceptional circumstances warrant exceeding this amount.

The Education Oversight Committee will review the grantee reports and examine the
implementation of the initiatives and models to understand the delivery of services and any
contextual factors. The Oversight Committee will then highlight the accomplishments and
common challenges of the initiatives and models funded by the Community Block Grant for
Education Pilot Program to share the lessons learned with the state's public education
community.

For the current fiscal year, funds allocated to the Community Block Grant for Education Pilot
Program must be used to provide or expand high-quality early childhood programs for a targeted
population of at-risk four-year-olds. High-quality is defined as meeting the minimum program
requirements of the Child Early Reading Development and Education Program and providing
measurable high-quality child-teacher interactions, curricula and instruction. Priority will be
given to applications that involve public-private partnerships between school districts, schools,
Head Start, and private child care providers who collaborate to: (1) provide high-quality
programs to four-year-olds to maximize the return on investment; (2) assist in making the
transition to kindergarten; (3) improve the early literacy, social and emotional, and numeracy
readiness of children; and (4) engage families in improving their children's readiness.

1A.21. (SDE-EIA: Accountability Program Implementation) To support implementation of the
accountability program, the Education Oversight Committee may carry forward unexpended
Education Accountability Act funds authorized specifically for the administration of the
Education Oversight Committee. For the current fiscal year the Education Oversight Committee
may carry forward prior year EIA South Carolina Community Block Grants for Education Pilot
Program funds not awarded by the grant committee. These funds must be used for an
independent common evaluation of each awarded grant to ensure high quality programs that
maximize a return on the state's investment.

1A.41. (SDE-EIA: EOC Partnerships for Innovation) Of the funds appropriated or carried
forward from the prior fiscal year, the Education Oversight Committee is directed to participate
in public-private partnerships to promote innovative ways to transform the assessment of public
education in South Carolina that support increased student achievement in reading and college
and career readiness. The Education Oversight Committee may provide financial support to
districts and to public-private partnerships for planning and support to implement, sustain and
evaluate the innovation and to develop a matrix and measurements of student academic success
based on evidence-based models. These funds may also be used to support the innovative
delivery of science, technology, and genetic education and exposure to career opportunities in
science, including mobile science laboratory programs, to students enrolled in the Abbeville
equity school districts and students in high poverty schools. These funds may also focus on
creating public-private literacy partnerships utilizing a 2:1 matching funds provision when the
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initiative employs research-based methods, has demonstrated success in increasing reading
proficiency of struggling readers, and works directly with high poverty schools and

districts. The committee will work to expand the engagement of stakeholders including state
agencies and boards like the Educational Television Commission, businesses, and higher
education institutions. The committee shall annually report to the General Assembly on the
measurement results.

1A.48. (SDE-EIA: Surplus) For Fiscal Year 2018-19, EIA cash funds from the prior fiscal year
and EIA funds not otherwise appropriated or authorized must be carried forward and expended
on the following items in the order listed:

1. EOC-Partnerships - $5,109,000; and

2. Industry Certification - $2,450,000.

Any additional funds carried forward and not otherwise appropriated or authorized may be
used for transportation and bus purchases.

1A.51. (SDE-EIA: Low Achieving Schools) Of the funds appropriated to the Education
Oversight Committee for Partnerships for Innovation, $375,000 must be allocated to support up
to three low-achieving schools in designing and planning for implementation innovative,
research-based strategies focused on recruiting and retaining highly effective teachers and on
increasing time-on-task through the amount of time, the quality of instruction and the
engagement of students. The committee will assist the schools in determining the evidence that
will be collected to measure the effectiveness of the initiative and in identifying resources to
support the initiative and in collaborating with TransformSC.

1A.52. (SDE-EIA: TransformSC) Of the funds appropriated to the Education Oversight
Committee for Partnerships for Innovation, at least $300,000 shall be allocated to the
TransformSC public-private project.

1A.61. (SDE-EIA: CDEPP Unexpended Funds) For Fiscal Year 2018-19, the Office of First
Steps to School Readiness is permitted to retain the first $1,000,000 of any unexpended CDEPP
funds of the prior fiscal year and expend these funds to enhance the quality of the full-day 4K
program in private centers and provide professional development opportunities.

By August first, the Office of First Steps is directed to allocate any additional unexpended
CDEPP funds from the prior fiscal year and any CDEPP funds carried forward from prior fiscal
years that were transferred to the restricted account for the following purpose: Education
Oversight Committee - $1,000,000 for the South Carolina Community Block Grants for
Education Pilot Program.

If carry forward funds are less than the amounts appropriated, funding for the items listed
herein shall be reduced on a pro rata basis.

If by August first, the Department of Education or the Office of First Steps determines there
will be funds available, funds shall be allocated on a per pupil basis for districts eligible for
participation first, who have a documented waiting list, and funded an extended program per this
proviso in the prior school year, then to districts to increase the length of the program to a
maximum of eight and a half hours per day or two hundred and twenty days per year or to fund
summer programs. By August 1, the Department of Education and the Office of First Steps must
collect the documented waiting lists and determine a process to notify parents of eligible students
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of available slots in all approved providers. If a district chooses to fund summer enrollment the
program funding shall conform to the funding in this act for full year programs, however shall be
reduced on a pro rata basis to conform with the length of the program. A summer program shall
be no more than eight and a half hours per day and shall be not more than ten weeks in

length. The per pupil allocation and classroom grant must conform with the appropriated
amount contained in this Act and end of year adjustments shall be based on the one hundred and
thirty five day student average daily membership or later student average daily membership for
districts choosing to extend the program past one hundred and eighty days. Funds may also be
used to provide professional development and quality evaluations of programs.

No later than April first, the Department of Education and the Office of First Steps must
report to the Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee and the Chairman of the House Ways
and Means Committee on the expenditure of these funds to include the following
information: the amount of money used and specific steps and measures taken to enhance the
quality of the 4K program and the amount of money used for professional development as well
as the types of professional development offered and the number of participants.

1A.65. (SDE-EIA: Digital Learning) Of the funds appropriated to the Education Oversight
Committee for Partnerships for Innovation, $1,425,000 must be authorized for schools or school
districts that have poverty indices of eighty percent or greater based on the poverty index utilized
the prior fiscal year that was student eligibility for the free or reduced price lunch program and
Medicaid, or are a trial or plaintiff district in the Abbeville equity lawsuit. In these districts, the
EOC will pilot a program that provides school districts with digital learning tools, digital
resources, the curriculum foundry, technical support, and professional development.

1A.68. (SDE-EIA: Low Achieving Schools) Of the funds appropriated to the Education
Oversight Committee for Partnerships for Innovation, $306,750 shall be allocated to parent
support initiatives and afterschool programs in historically underachieving communities.

1A.69. (SDE-EIA: EOC Military-Connected Children) Of the funds allocated for Partnerships
for Innovation, the Education Oversight Committee is directed to expend $225,000 to initiate in
at least two school districts with high military density, a pilot program that will provide training,
services, resources and research to teachers, counselors, mental health professionals, school
nurses, service providers and military parents. The objective of the pilot is to increase the level
of educational quality and support for military-connected children. The training and services
must be provided by a non-profit entity that is an NBCC-Approved Continuing Education
Provider and is an authorized provider by the international Association for Continuing Education
and Training (IACET). Pursuant to its responsibilities under Act 289 of 2014, the Education
Oversight Committee will report on the expenditure of these funds and post-training evaluations
in its annual report on the educational performance of military-connected children.

1A.70. (SDE-EIA: STEM Labs) Of the funds allocated for Partnerships for Innovation, the
Education Oversight Committee is directed to expend $225,000 for customized STEM labs. The
Education Oversight Committee shall work with the Department of Education, Office of
Standards and Learning to solicit interested middle schools from the Abbeville trial and plaintiff
districts to participate in implementing a STEM based curriculum. The pilot sites will receive a
customized 6th - 8th grade STEM curriculum designed to address the needs of local
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industry. The curriculum provided will be aligned to state standards and certified by ACT
WorkKeys and will include hands-on, problem based student labs. The curriculum will also be
certified by ACT WorkKeys. Teachers in the pilot sites will receive ongoing, year-long
professional development on cross curricular STEM implementation that will be aligned to state
standards as well and the district strategic plan.

1A.80. (SDE-EIA: Teacher Academy Pilot) Of the funds appropriated to the Education
Oversight Committee for Partnerships for Innovation, $75,000 shall be utilized to pilot a Teacher
Academy project to improve teacher recruitment and retention. The academy shall provide
intensive professional development to beginning, novice, and struggling teachers during the
summer prior to the current school year. The Education Oversight Committee shall evaluate the
impact of the academy using the state observation tool "Effective Learning Environments
Observation Tool" (ELEOT).

1A.81. (SDE-EIA: Kinesthetic Learning Platform) Of the funds appropriated to the Education
Oversight Committee for Partnerships for Innovation, $187,500 must be used to pilot a
kinesthetic learning platform using physical activity to teach South Carolina's Math,
English/Language Arts and Literacy standards for the Pre K through 3rd grade learner to
improve academic performance.

1A.82. (SDE-EIA: Algebra) Of the funds appropriated to the Education Oversight Committee for
Partnerships for Innovation, $1,125,000 must be used to pilot and evaluate a program that
provides students with statewide access to: (a) algebra videos, online practice tools, and
tutoring; (b) algebra videos taught by at least 5 different instructors. The instructors must be
from diverse backgrounds and have different teaching styles so students may differentiate their
learning; (c) algebra videos, specifically aligned with South Carolina state standards; (d) algebra
study guides/notes that follow along explicitly with the algebra videos. Each student must have
access to a workbook version of these study guides; (e) algebra practice tool that provides instant
feedback to students, as well as solution videos and guidance to review; and (f) online,
collaborative discussion wall where students can ask questions and receive assistance from both
peers and instructors. The discussion wall must be accessible after school and on weekends.

The pilot must also provide teachers with statewide access to: (a) a professional learning
community and discussion wall, where teachers can share best practices and resources; (b)
reports on student usage and progress; and (c) teacher materials, answer keys, and resources
accessible within the same platform.

1A.83. (SDE-EIA: Kindergarten Readiness Program) Of the funds appropriated to the Education
Oversight Committee for Partnerships for Innovation, $225,000 must be allocated to support a
home based, technology delivered kindergarten readiness program with software aligned with
NAEYC's 12 Principles of Child Development and Learning that Inform Practice and with Head
Start's Early Learning Outcomes framework and with demonstrated RCT results.

1A.85. (SDE-EIA: Save the Children) Of the funds appropriated to the Education Oversight
Committee for Partnerships of Innovation, $375,000 must be used to provide early learning and
literacy support to schools and districts
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